PNG RESULTS OF MEDIA MONITORING PROJECT

PRINT MEDIA

The print media monitoring team found that overall in Papua New Guinea’s print media there is a substantial amount of balance between female and male journalists and the types of topics covered.

POST-COURIER

The Post-Courier is a national, daily, English language newspaper.

The Post-Courier was monitored for one week (ie 5 editions).

The Post-Courier has 42 journalists nationwide, including stringers. Excluding stringers, there are 35 full-time journalists employed by the Post-Courier, of which 18 of these are male, and 17 are female.

There is no bias in the rounds covered, with a balance of males and females covering ‘hard’ news such as business stories, through to ‘soft’ news such as health. This was reported by an interview, and confirmed by analysis of the newspaper.

The interviewee, Blaise Nangoi, Editor, also said that over 4 years, there has been an increase in female journalists graduating from journalism courses at Divine Word University and the University of Papua New Guinea. 

The Chief of Staff at the Post-Courier is a female. 

Out of ten sub-editors, five are females. Of these, one is editor of the prominent monthly supplement, the New Age Woman magazine.

THE NATIONAL 

The National is a national, daily, English language newspaper.

The National was monitored for one week (ie 5 editions).

On an average news day, The National has 14 news stories with bylines, of which 4 are written by female reporters. 

The National has ten female journalists and twenty male journalists, including sub-editors. 

Journalist for The National, Kevin Pamba, responds to this information by saying;

“There is the issue of [the] high turnover rate of journalists in PNG and the present situation may not necessarily reflect [the] policies of media organisations. It may be that media organisations are employing those that they can afford to employ now. 
And my view is that if someone is young (in his/her 20s or early 30s) she or he is considered 'cheaper' to employ than older journalists with more experience and family and community responsibilities to take care [of]. 
A younger journalist straight out of journalism school can live with wantoks or relatives and go to work [compared to an] older one who would demand accommodation and other conditions. If it is a female it is even better, as she will live with her husband, who is often the person responsible for housing in the PNG urban environment. 
The high turnover rate is mainly due to the generally poor working conditions as highlighted by a research into the media in PNG, Fiji and the Pacific by Dr David Robie [a] couple of years ago.”

According to Brian Gomez, a manager at The National, all journalists are expected to cover hard news. 

According to Ian Boden, staffer for The National, The National's Chief of Staff is female; so too are the Business Editor, the Features Editor, the Weekender Editor and the Faith, Youth and Careers Editors. The paper's most senior political reporter is also a woman, as is one of the sub-editors. All women referred to here are Papua New Guineans. 

Ian also explained that The National provides annual funding of female undergraduate university students. This year the scholarships were valued at K2,000 each, an amount which makes a substantial contribution to a young person’s ability to complete their studies. 

Ian is also a former Editor of The National, and he explained some of the history of the organisation’s coverage of gender; 

“five years ago The National decided to do away with dedicated women's pages, and integrate coverage of women's isues into the main paper. As Editor, I strongly supported that move, because women appeared to be treated as some kind of isolated and endangered species in the newspaper. The Post-Courier continues to treat women separately, as evidenced by New Age Woman, which is not only exclusively for women, but for a particular and minority group of women.”
Nonetheless, the media monitoring team found that the stories covered by the females tend to be ‘soft’ news stories such as family issues, education, HIV, health, and other women’s issues.

The media monitoring team feels that The National’s portrayal of women is unbalanced. There is not often a positive news story about women. Often there is no coverage of women at all. When portrayed, women are most commonly represented as the victims of rape and other crimes.

Class members felt that this portrayal is due to cultural reasons (where men are more powerful in traditional hierarchies), combined with the fact that men still hold positions of power in contemporary PNG society.

HEADLINES

The front-page news stories were examined on the Post-Courier and The National over a three-week period. They were categorised into the following headings: 

	POSITIVE MALE 

STORIES
	NEGATIVE MALE STORIES
	POSITIVE FEMALE STORIES
	NEGATIVE FEMALE STORIES
	Other issues

	There was only 

one positive story on male issues 
	There were seven negative stories on male issues, particularly the political scene which is male dominated.
	There were no positive front-page headlines on females. 
	There were 2 on females; 1 as a victim, and 1 being charged for her involvement in  pornography.
	Natural disasters and human-interest stories on environment and health.


WANTOK

The Wantok is a national, weekly, Tok Pisin language newspaper.

The Wantok has a male editor, a female sub-editor, and 2 male journalists. There are also stringers.

The female sub-editor does reporting on HIV, health, church and women’s issue, and she edits a page called “Meri Nius”, which explores women’s issues.

After examining 3 weeks worth of Wantoks (ie 3 newspapers), it was found that most of the stories in the Wantok about women are positive. 

Also, there’s a balance of both male and female reporters covering ‘hard’ news areas such as politics and business.

BROADCAST MEDIA

Overall, the broadcast media monitoring team found that there are more females than males working in broadcast media in Papua New Guinea.

Nonetheless, there is some evidence that social issues are predominantly covered by females.

EMTV

EMTV is the only television station in Papua New Guinea. In theory it broadcasts nationally. In practice, there are many locations where the service cannot be picked up.

EMTV has 4 female reporters and 3 male reporters. Out of the 3 males, 2 do the editing. 

EMTV presents a nightly news program. In this program;

· social issues, including HIV/AIDS and health, are covered by a female

· business and economics are covered by a male and a female

· development and infrastructure are covered by a female

· sports are covered by a male and a female 

· everyday politics are covered by females, however when a situation may be dangerous, a male would be assigned to cover this.

If the security of a staff member cannot be guaranteed, for example when covering tribal conflict in the Highlands, then a female reporter would not be assigned to this task.

PNGFM

PNGFM broadcasts nationally through two radio stations; YumiFM, which broadcasts in Tok Pisin, and NauFM, which broadcasts in English, and is aimed at young people.

PNGFM has 6 female reporters and 3 male reporters on staff. Two of the male reporters are focused on sport, which means that most of the ‘hard’ and ‘soft’ non-sport news stories are covered by females. Both males and females read the news on the air.

MEDIA EDUCATION

Papua New Guinea has two institutions that train journalists. They are the University of Papua New Guinea in Port Moresby and Divine Word University in Madang.

The table below represents the Divine Word University Journalism Graduates of Diploma and Degree (Bachelor of Arts). There have been more female graduates then male.
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	NUMBER OF DEGREE 

GRADUATES
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	M

7
	F

3
	M

5
	F

6
	M

2
	F

10


(No data available for 1999, or 2000.)

There are currently 56 females and 27 males enrolled in Communication Arts at Divine Word University. The Registrar, Cecilia N’Drower, says that students are selected based on academic merit, and that gender is not taken into account in the selection procedure. She says that she believes Papua New Guinean culture is traditionally male-dominated, but that this is changing.

There are a high proportion of females amongst the journalism graduates each year. These graduates go on to cover a range of stories, however there is little effort in bringing out positive female issues. Prominent leaders, such as politicians and businessmen, are focused on in Papua New Guinea’s news media. At present, very few women hold these positions in Papua New Guinean society. 

