A Communication Arts student at Divine Word University has won an international award for a radio documentary on child abuse by police. Another student was highly commended for an investigative report on the death of alleged illegal miners at the Porgera gold mine pit.

Third year degree student, Glenda Popot won the Best (Radio) Current Affairs Story/Short 
Documentary by an Undergraduate Student in the annual Ossie Awards announced during the Journalism Education Association (JEA) conference in Australia in December 2005.

Ms Popot won a prize of money of $100.

The judges noted that police brutality is a difficult story to cover for any journalist, and particularly so in a country where journalists might put their own safety at risk. They were very impressed with how Ms Popot had handled the issue. 

Ms Popot’s documentary that stemmed from the Human Rights Watch report on police violence and abuse of children in PNG was compiled for her broadcasting course taught by lecturer Amanda Watson and was aired on FM 100.

Second year student, Iona Reto was “highly commended” for her report on deaths of alleged illegal miners at Porgera gold mine. Ms Reto compiled the story as part of the community reporting (print) course taught by lecturer Kevin Pamba. The story was first published on the Pacific Island Report website at the East West Center in Hawaii.

The JEA conference also saw research papers being presented by graduating degree student, Martha Ginau and lecturers Watson and Brother Michael McManus.

The Ossie Awards are annual awards promoting excellence among journalism students. The awards, named after journalist Osmar S. White, are organised by the JEA and judged by media executives in Australia and New Zealand. Prizes are awarded in 10 categories.

